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Milt Sender wins FMG’s highest industry relations award
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ORLANDO , FL – JANUARY 13, 2009 – Daymon Chairman Milt Sender has received the prestigious 2009 William H. Albers Industry Relations Award, FMI’s highest industry relations award for the supplier community. The presentation was made here yesterday during FMI’s Mid Winter Conference. Milt is the 64th recipient.

The Albers Award recognizes “excellence in serving consumers over a long period of time and a record of achievement in improving relations between trading partners.”  The award was established in the name of William H. Albers, first Chairman of the Board of one of FMI’s predecessor organizations, the Super Market Institute.  The FMI Board of Directors makes the selection of the recipient.

In presenting the award, Steve Smith, FMI Chairman, and CEO of K-VA-T, a Daymon customer, harkened back to 1970, when “Milton Sender set out to breathe life into the private label market, co-founding the company known today as Daymon Worldwide.  Over the years that followed, Milt and his partner, Peter Schwartz, built Daymon into the world’s leading company specializing in the sales and marketing of private label products. They strived to develop long-term relationships with suppliers and leading retailers.  Daymon encouraged suppliers to innovate and improve product quality.  Milt worked with many small companies that could make specialized products, along with leading manufacturers, and encouraged and helped his suppliers to develop strong relationships with his retail customers.”

Smith also acknowledged Milt’s involvement in the newly formed FMI Private Brands Group; his work as a GS1 Board Member to ensure that private label products meet global bar code technology standards; and his “strong commitment” to fighting cancer through his affiliation with RICBAC (Research in Cell Biology and Cancer) at Massachusetts General Hospital.

 “The industry is grateful for Milt’s extensive efforts to help turn private label into a vibrant and growing market,” said Smith. “Consumers have benefited by the increased availability of high-quality, low-cost private label products.”

 “This is not only a great honor for Milt, but also a true testament to the power of private brands and their evolution into the mainstream of supermarket retailing,” says Daymon President Alex Miller.

Albers distinguished himself as an industry pioneer, founding Albers Super Markets, Inc., in Cincinnati in 1933, which grew into a successful chain. Most important, he was a founding father of the Super Market Institute, serving as the first Chairman from 1937-1944 - seven successive terms. In the early years, SMI was the forum where the pioneers refined the supermarket concept, sharing information, performing research and learning about effective merchandising strategies. They launched what is known today as the FMI Show.

Albers was highly regarded for his relations with suppliers, which contributed to the early success of the Show, and laid the foundation for later accomplishments such as the U.P.C. and scanning and the numerous joint industry projects since that time. SMI presented the first award in 1955. Last year’s recipient was A.G. Lafley, Chairman of Procter & Gamble.
For more information contact: Tim Davis, Corporate Communications, Daymon Worldwide

203-352-7678

tdavis@daymon.com









